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How the continuum hypothesis might have been a

fundamental axiom

Joel David Hamkins, University of Notre Dame

Abstract: I shall describe a historical thought experiment showing how
our attitude toward the continuum hypothesis could easily have been very
different than it is. If our mathematical history had been just a little
different, I claim, if certain mathematical discoveries had been made in a
slightly different order, then we would naturally view the continuum
hypothesis as a fundamental axiom of set theory, necessary for

mathematics and indeed indispensable for calculus.
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Metaphysical Problems for Plenitudinous Platonism

A.C. Paseau, University of Oxford

Abstract: Plenitudinous Platonism is the thesis that there are as many
types of mathematical object as possible. Because it takes mathematics to
be the study of abstract objects, it is a form of platonism; and because it
takes any coherently describable mathematical structure to exist, it is also
a form of structuralism. An umbrella term, Plenitudinous Platonism also
goes by the name of Full-Blooded Platonism or Egalitarian Platonism.
My talk will raise some problems for the view. As my title indicates, I

will focus on the metaphysical side of things.
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Set Theory with Plenitudinous Urelements

Bokai Yao, Peking University

Abstract: The Axiom of Plenitude asserts that every set is equinumerous
with a set of urelements. We offer philosophical motivations for treating
Plenitude as a natural axiom and examine its interaction with other
foundational principles in ZF set theory with urelements. Assuming that
cardinality is definable, Plenitude unifies the Collection and Reflection
principles (which are otherwise conjectured to be non-equivalent) and

implies both if every set is equinumerous with its cardinality.
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The Norm for Logical Proof:

Speech Act, Natural Deduction, and the Connecting Force

HU Yang

School of Philosophy and Social Development, South China Normal University
00 (+86) 18570714219
yhu219@163.com

The norm for proof indicates the compelling character of a given proof: “to follow
a proof is to be in some sense compelled to its conclusion.” (Restall, 2024) The question
to be addressed here is where this kind of proof norm, namely that the premises of a
given proof are forced to be stepwise connected and to go forward its conclusion, comes
from. Put it differently, how does such forceful compulsion arise?

There seem to be two reasons to investigate this question.

From a practical point of view, the accounts of mathematical or logical proof have
social-cultural impact and even give rise to genuine legal disputes. In 1980’s, the UK
Ministry of Defence’s Royal Signals and Radar Establishment (RSRE) intended to use
varieties of formal proof methods to verify the correctness of a commercially designed
microprocessor for safety-related systems. This was then an important UK hardcore
verification program called “VIPER”. However, due to the widespread controversy on
how a mathematical proof can verify the physical chips, RSRE was charged by a
licensed production company of the microprocessor that RSRE claimed in the brochure
that “the chip was proven faultless. Even though the lawsuit never came to court, this
was the first case in which the meaning of mathematical proof became a legal
case.”(Heintz, 2003)

From a theoretical point of view, it is quite reasonable to say that the forceful
compulsion of proof comes from mathematical or logical rigor. The proof is usually
said to be rigorously rule-governed. However, as Tanswell (2024) observes, a practical
turn has occurred recent decades in the philosophical inquiry about mathematics. It
turns out to thus be highlighted that mathematicians or logicians’ interest, value or
activity play an important role in a well-rounded understanding of the rigor. Obviously,
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given the rapid development of various automatic proof assistants like Lean, Coq, and
Z3 (etc.), alongside Al tools, how to untangle the distinct role of Auman provers in
contribution to the proof norm in question seems to be a philosophically engaging
question.

Our approach to the proof norm focuses on the role of speech act in constructing a
formal proof. We shall first argue that the origin of (formal) proof norm has to do with
speech acts pervasively performed therein.

It has been widely held that speech act theory focuses on the use of natural language,
while logic and mathematics typically rely on formal languages whose rigor is supposed
to be exclusive of pragmatic factors as much as possible (Ganesalingam, 2013). This
common view has been challenged.

Ruffino et al. (2020, 2021) argue that mathematical texts are shot through with
speech acts, with “blocks” like theorems, lemmas, propositions, corollaries, and
definitions reflecting the author’s “assertions” or “declarations” [following Searle &
Vanderveken’s (1985) classification of speech acts]. Through these speech acts,
mathematical content is organized into hierarchical mathematical theories. Schmidt &
Venturi (2023) examine the speech acts in mathematical axioms and postulates, viewing
them as “hybrid acts” of declarations, assertions, and directives. They suggest that
analyzing the hybrid nature of axioms and postulates not only clarifies the differing
approaches of Frege and Hilbert to axiomatic systems but also offers a new perspective
for fully understanding mathematical practice. While Ruffino et al. (2021) and Schmidt
& Venturi (2023) focus on static mathematical texts from the prover’s perspective,
Tanswell (2023, 2024) and Weber (2023) use empirical studies of mathematical
research papers and set theory textbooks to highlight the role of various speech acts in
the process of prove and the interaction between provers and proof-readers. As Restall
(2022) notes, proofs involve more than just assertions, revealing the complexity of
proof structures: “There are different steps where objects are given names, and speech
acts, other than asserting, are involved as well. Proofs have complex structure. A crucial
constraint, though, is that a proof is not simply a statement of the premises and the
conclusion — at least, not in most cases. To prove some conclusion C from some
premises pi, . . . , Pn, you must somehow trace the connection from pi, ..., pnto C.”
Clearly, Restall emphasizes the “connectivity” of speech acts in proofs, which leads to
the second argument of our approach.

We shall argue that the proof norm has two resources both of which are closely
related with the performance of speech acts in proof. The first consist in the
conventionally illocational forces ascribed to varieties of speech acts. Restall (2024)
recognizes both polar question (performed with interrogative force) and justification
request (preformed with imperative force) revolving around the assertions of a given
proof as the impetus for the rule-governed dynamics of proof. Pagin (2024) gives a
detailed explanation of the force of speech acts performed as parts of a natural
deduction proof like assumption, hypothetical and quantified assertion. According to
his index application model, the force of a given speech act s is an ascription of the
content of s to an actual index i for it to have a truth value at i. Particularly, Pagin thinks
of the endorsement of a proof as bearing the inferential force which ascribing the
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content of both the premises and conclusion to an index to yield a truth value sequence.
Pezlar (2023) takes the absurdity involved in the rules like EFQ, —“,—E and RAA to be
an impossible command bearing the imperative force. This command is interpreted as
“stopping derivation”. Since the absurdity is considered as an impossible command, it
means that such a command cannot be followed, the derivation is thus compelled to go
forward. This is a special case showing the compelling character of a proof.

The second resource for proof norm is what I intend to further develop: the
conversationally illocational force ascribed to the explicit or implicit speech acts in the
inference rules, which is commonly presumed between the prover and proof-
readers.(Stalnaker, 2014 & Corredor, 2017) I call it “connecting force”.

We here focus on one of logical proofs: natural deduction. Taking for instance V-
introduction rule, 3-elimination rule and some specific proofs in natural deduction, we
shall analyze such a kind of connecting force in two dimensions. The first dimension is
how different types of speech acts bearing the connecting force enhance the
internally procedural norm of a given proof. The second dimension is how these speech
acts foster the externally interactive norm between provers and proof-readers. By
establishing a“connection coordinate”, the role of speech acts in the proof norm can
be concretely illustrated.

It should be noted that speech acts in proof don’t imply that proof content cannot
be attainable without illocutionary force. Instead, we can clearly identify and separate
this force to preserve the content’s “purity”. Frege emphasized illocutionary force in
his logical system to clarify its role and avoid mixing it with content. Later, some hid
this force, creating an illusion that it either doesn’t exist or is everywhere. By
recognizing the force and its role in proofs, we prevent this misconception.
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Symmetry Groups of Boolean Self-referential
Systems

Hangjie Cao Ming Hsiung

Abstract.

The no-no paradox is a semantic paradox arising from symmetry, consisting
of two self-referential statements that mutually declare each other false. Sorensen
regards it as paradoxical because classical logic assigns different truth values to these
two statements, which conflicts with their symmetry. Sorensen also generalizes the
original no-no paradox to many other paradoxes of the same type. The paradoxical
nature of the paradoxes of such type stems from the violation of a symmetry principle:
in a self-referential statement system, statements with specific symmetry should be
assigned the same truth value.

Our work in this paper is mainly based on a symmetry characterization for no-no
type paradoxes proposed by [3]. Informally, the symmetry of a no-no type paradox
can be characterized by a permutation group: all permutations within this group (and
only these permutations) keep this paradox invariant when applying these permuta-
tions to interchange the indices of its constituent statements. For example, the no-no
paradox remains invariant under the identity mapping e and the transposition (12)
(swapping the two statements). The cyclic group C,, generated by these two permu-
tations, is defined as the “symmetry group" of the no-no paradox [3, p. 1926].

The notation of a symmetry group can be further generalized to Boolean sys-
tems. A Boolean system is a finite set of self-referential statements, where each
statement is a Boolean combination of statements within the system. The no-no type
paradoxes we focus on belong to the class of Boolean systems. Meanwhile, Boolean
systems that are paradoxical in the more classical sense—those generating contradic-
tion under classical truth valuations—are called Boolean paradoxes.

A natural question arises: which permutation groups characterize the symmetry
of no-no type paradoxes? To this question, [3] posits the following conjecture: for
every permutation group , there exists a no-no type paradox whose symmetry group

Hangjie Cao  School of Philosophy and Social Development, South China Normal University
caohangjie@163.com

Ming Hsiung  School of Philosophy and Social Development, South China Normal University
mingshone@163.com
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isjust. In [1], it is demonstrated that the alternating group A4 cannot be the symmetry
group of any Boolean system, and thus, it cannot be the symmetry group of any no-no
type paradox. In our current work, we extend this result by proving that for all n > 4,
the alternating group A,, cannot be the symmetry group of any Boolean system.

We use binary sequences to represent possible assignments of statements in a
Boolean system, and the semantic properties of the system are determined by a tran-
sition function defined between these sequences. By introducing permutations that
act on binary sequences, we characterize the symmetry of a Boolean system as the
equivariance of its transition function under permutation actions. To be specific, a
Boolean system has symmetry with respect to (o-symmetry) if its transition function
is equivariant under the action of o. Furthermore, a Boolean system has symme-
try with respect to all permutations in a given group G if its transition function is
equivariant under the action of all permutations in G. The main non-representation
result adopts the existing methods for studying symmetry of Boolean functions. As
established in [4, p. 384] (cf. [2, p. 571]), a representation theorem states that a per-
mutation group is representable by a Boolean function (i.e. it is the symmetry group
of this Boolean function) if and only if it is the maximal one among all the groups
with the same orbit partition on binary sequences. The sufficiency argument proceeds
as follows: given two distinct groups sharing identical orbit partitions, any Boolean
function preserving the symmetry of one group necessarily acquire extraneous sym-
metries from the other. As a consequence, functions intended to represent the smaller
group invariably exhibit excessive symmetry, rendering the non-representability of
the smaller group.

The proof of our main results requires, beyond these foundations, a further
analysis of the specific symmetry requirements for transition functions. Crucially,
we demonstrate that in addition to orbit partitions, the invariance preorder relations
among stabilizers also play a fundamental role in determining a transition function
constructions with specified symmetries. Our central theorem establishes that when
two distinct groups induce identical structures in both aspects—that is, they share
the same orbit partition on the binary sequences set and identical invariance preorder
relation among stabilizers —then any transition function maintaining the symmetry
of the smaller group must acquire extraneous symmetries from the larger group. This
consequently demonstrates the non-representability of the smaller group.

As noted in [1], the alternating group A4 and the symmetric group S, induce
identical structures in both these two aspects. This paper generalizes this to any A,
and S, with n > 4, thereby proving that A, is non-representable in the sense described

earlier. Therefore, no alternating group A, can be the symmetry group of a Boolean
system.
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A corollary of the non-representability proof is the preorder relation among
sequences induced by the action of S,. This enables us to delineate all possible
constructions of transition functions endowed with maximal symmetry. We further
analyze the sense in which transition functions reflect the paradoxical property of
Boolean systems: one is the classical Boolean paradox, and the other is the no-no
type paradox, which is of particular interest to us. Based on these, we provide con-
struction procedures for both types of paradoxes with S, as their symmetry group
respectively.

By applying group-theoretic tools to the structural analysis of logical systems,
we provide a novel perspective for the study of semantic pathology. Building on ex-
isting work, this paper further clarifies the limitations of symmetry in paradoxes and
the broader class of self-referential systems they represent: specifically, no alternat-
ing group A, for n > 4 can serve as the symmetry group of such systems. Addition-
ally, we provide constructive procedures for several types of paradoxes under specific
symmetry constraints, revealing the intrinsic connection between broader symmetry
and semantic paradoxes.
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Polymorphism and the Ontology of Number

Guanglong Luo

Nankai University

Abstract

In English, (1) “Jupiter has four moons” and (2) “The number of Jupiter’s moons
is four” appear to have the same truth conditions, the inference from (1) to (2)
seems to be trivial. But this also raises several puzzles, one of prominent ones is
the so called FREGE’S OTHER PUZZLE (FOP): Whereas ”four” in (1) appears
to be an adjective, functioning as a modifier, ”four” in (2) appears to be a name,
functioning as a singular term, so how can a single expression (e.g.,” four”) pos-
sess different semantic functions while the inference from (1) to (2) seems to be
trivial? From Frege on, several authors have attempted to resolve FOP without
success. In this paper, following Snyder’s Polymorphic approach, we will argue
that Polymorphism is the best solution to FOP. We will accompany apart from
Snyder et al. on the philosophical consequences of Polymorphism: while Snyder et
al. conclude that the polymorphic nature of number words supports Referential-
ism and Realism about numbers, we will conclude that the polymorphic analysis
of number expressions results in at most Referentialism but not Realism.

Keywords: Frege’s Other Puzzle, Polymorphism, Numericals, Degrees, Type-Shifting

1 Introduction

In English, the following pair of sentences appear to have the same truth conditions:

(1) Jupiter has four moons.
(2) The Number of Jupiter’s moons is four.

The inference from (1) to (2) seems to be trivial. The trivial character of the infer-

ence has also been employed by many philosophers(Wright,Hale, 2001, Schiffer, 2005,
Thomasson, 2009) as an easy argument to establish the existence of numbers. But

25



this has raised several puzzles, one is the ontological puzzle: how can we obtain some-
thing from nothing? i.e., how can we get abstract objects so easily by understanding
(1) and (2) while the ontological status of abstract objects is still hotly debated by
philosophers? Another is called by Hofweber (2016) as FREGE’S OTHER PUZZLE
(FOP):

On the one hand, “four” occurs as an adjective [in (1)], which is to say that it occurs
grmammatically in sentences in a position that is commonly occupied by adjectives...
similar to “green” in [(3)]

(3) Jupiter has green moons.

On the other hand, “four” occurs as a singular term [in (2)], which is to say that
it occurs in a position that is commonly occupied by a paradigmatic cases of singular
terms,...[so that] “four” [in (2)] seems to be just like “Wagner” in

(4) The composer of Tannhaeuser is Wagner.

And both of these statements seem to be identity statements, ones with which we claim
that what four singular terms stand for is identical.

But that number words can occur both as singular terms and as adjectives is puzzling.
Usually adjectives cannot occur in a position occupied by a singular term, and the other
round, without resulting in ungrmammaticality and nonsense. To give just one example, it
would be ungrmmatical to replace “four” with “the number of moons of Jupiter” in [(5)]:

(5) Jupiter has the number of Jupter’s moons moons.

This ungrammaticality results even though “four” and “the number of moons of Jupiter”
are both apparently singular terms standing for the same object in [(5)]. So, how can it
be that number words can occur both as singular terms and as adjectives, while other
adjectives cannot occur as singular terms, and other singular terms cannot occur as
adjectives?

Even though Frege raised this question more than 100 years ago, I dare say that no
satisfactory answer has ever been given to it.(Hofweber, 2016, XXX)

Compared with the ontological puzzle, FOP in this form is a puzzle about seman-
tics and syntax, it asks how a single expression of certain category can have different
semantic functions in different syntactic positions while other expressions of the
same category cannot without leading to ungrammaticality. It should also be noted
that FOP arises not only in the pair (1) and (2), but also arises in other situations
where the number word “four” possesses very different functions, as witnessed in the
following sentences:!

(6)a. Jupiter’s moons are four (in number). (predicative)
b. Those are Jupiter’s four moons. (attributive)
c.Jupiter has four moons. (quantificational)

d. Mary drank four ounces of water. (meausrement)

1Here we use Snyder’s examples in Snyder (2021) with minor changes
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e. Jupiter’s moons number four (in total). (verbal complement)
. The number of Jupiter’s moons is four. (specificational)

g. Mary is contestant number four. (ordinal)

h. Four is an even number. (numeral)

i. The number four is even. (predicative numeral)

In the above sentences, the labels “predicative”, “attributive”, etc. are employed
to indicate how “four” is used in the accompanying examples. Those different usages
of “four” are semantically significant in the following sense: on the one hand, just as
Hofweber observed, when “four” is in different syntactic positions, it will probably
obtain different semantic functions. For example, when “four” occurs in a predicative
position (e.g., (6a)), it functions more like “green” in (7) below, where “green” has
the semantic type of (e, t) :

(7) Jupiter’s moons are green.

But when it is used as a numeral (as in (6h), semantically it is more like “green”
in the following sentence, where it has the semantic type e:

(8) Green is a color.

On the other hand, just as “green” in (7) and (8) are systematically connected,
the meaning of the number expression “four” in the above sentences are also system-
atically related: they are all the potential application of the number words in different
situations: counting, measuring, and ordering.

So a successful resolution of FOP has to cope with these differences as well as con-
nections. To be more specific, a good semantics for number words has to meet two
desiderata: i) it should compositionally provide a semantics for all uses of number
words, and ii) it should provide an account for the systematic connection of different
meanings of number words. In this paper,following Snyder et. al.(2017, 2021, 2022,
2024) we will argue that the only kind of semantic theory capable of meeting both
desiderata is Polymorphism, i.e., number expressions are polysemic, and they accom-
plish a systematic connection via the well-attested type-shifting principles. But we
depart from Snyder et.al. on the philosophical consequences of Polymorphism and
type-shifting: while Snyder et. al. argue that Polymorphism supports Referentialism
and thus Realism about numbers, we will argue below that Polymorphism at most
supports Referentialism but not realism. To be more specific, we will argue that words
can function as singular terms in some cases and therefore are capable of referring, but
that the most appropriate candidacy for this reference is a concrete property, degree,
rather than numbers.

The paper is structured as follows: In section 2, we will review the literature on the
different proposals to resolve FOP and argue that most of them are empirically unsup-
ported. In section 3, we will present Snyder’s (2021) Polymorphism and vindicate that
it is one of most successful semantic theories to the number expression “four” in sen-
tences like (6a)-(6g) listed above when we take “four” primarily as an adjective. We
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suggest then in section 4, when taking “four” as an adjective, its semantic value had
better be a nominalized property correlate,degree. We will also develop an empirically
more adequate but confined semantics for degrees, and conclude that when explaining
for the differences as well as connections of meanings of “four” in (6a)-(6g), a nomi-
nalist friendly semantic theory of degree is enough, thereby debunking that Snyder’s
claim that Referentialism entails Realism. Then we will expand this semantic theory
to the numerals cases such as (6h)-(61), we will conclude that degree as an object is
also capable of accounting for the fact that number words can be used in arithmetic
cases without obviating the fact that number expressions are polymorphic and they
are connected via a type-shifting principle. In section 5, we will consider two potential
objections to our polymorphic approaches and argue that they are not worrisome as
they appear. Section 6 is the conclusion.
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Abstract

Intuitionism provides a constructive theory for understanding mathematical
objects grounded in temporal perception. Brouwer emphasized that the perception and
retention (memory) of time form the core of mathematical intuition, which generates
mathematical objects through a process of self-unfolding. Brouwer employed the
concept of "two-ity" to describe the fundamental structure within temporal
consciousness, specifically how consciousness perceives the relation between the
present moment and the immediately preceding moment. This structure is crucial for
mathematical construction, as it lays the groundwork for creating mathematical
entities.

Brouwer’s essential viewpoint is that mathematical intuition is deeply rooted in
the perception of the flow of time. This perception can be described as the splitting of
a lived moment into two distinct units, where one unit sequentially gives way to
another. Thus, the subject initially perceives the first unit; as this unit gives way to the
subsequent one, the subject experiences perception of a new, second unit while
simultaneously retaining in memory the perception of the first. Within this perceptual
mode, "two-ity" emerges.

Brouwer further pointed out that when we become aware of this "two-ity" purely
as a form, disregarding the sensory content present at each stage, we achieve what he
termed "the fundamental intuition of mathematics." The subject can strip this two-ity
of all qualitative and sensory materials, thereby obtaining what Brouwer called
"empty two-ity." This empty form constitutes the fundamental mathematical
intuition.Brouwer further pointed out that when we become aware of this "two-ity"
purely as a form, disregarding the sensory content present at each stage, we achieve

what he termed "the fundamental intuition of mathematics." The subject can strip this
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two-ity of all qualitative and sensory materials, thereby obtaining what Brouwer
called "empty two-ity." This empty form constitutes the fundamental mathematical
intuition. All constructions of mathematical concepts begin with the two units
contained in empty two-ity as a starting point and the iterability of forming duality.
These constructions are based on introspective consciousness and reflective acts that
are independent of language. Through introspective awareness, we treat one unit of
two-ity as the fundamental operation for a new two-ity, continuously generating an
infinite sequence of natural numbers and the infinite ordinal ® through the invariant

retention provided by memory.
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The Internal Applications of Mathematics and the Structuralist Account

—Taking Combinatorics as a Case Study

Daheng Ju (School of Philosophy, Fudan University)

Abstract: The applicability of mathematics in the natural sciences has long been a central topic in
the philosophy of mathematics. A prevalent account for this phenomenon is the "structuralist
account," which attributes applicability to structural relations, or its refined version, the "mapping
account," which attributes applicability to structure-preserving mappings. Recently, in the paper
Internal Applications and Puzzles of the Applicability of Mathematics, Marshall examined the
internal applications of mathematics—where one branch of mathematics is applied to
another—and extended the aforementioned accounts to such cases. In this paper, we advance
Marshall’s work by taking combinatorics as a case study, examining some internal applications of
mathematics in detail and analyzing what kind of structural relations they occur by means of. Our
findings will refine the structuralist account, revise the mapping account, and provide insights into

accounting for the external applicability of mathematics.
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On a Mereotopological Series-style Answer to Special
Composition Question

Mingkun CHEN, University of Cambridge

Abstract. The Special Composition Question (SCQ) asks: “When do some things
compose something?” The most popular answer is Universalism, while Nihilism has gained
increasing attention in recent years. Restrictivism attempts to specify certain conditions
under which composition occurs. The Series-Style Answer (SSA), an important approach
within Restrictivism, claims that different types of objects have different composition
criteria. However, SSA faces challenges such as the Circularity Problem, the Sorites
Paradox, and especially the Transitivity Problem. This paper focuses on the Transitivity
Problem, arguing that Carmichael’s current strategy fails to fully resolve it. To address this,
a mereotopological version of SSA is proposed, using exterior boundaries to characterize
series-style composition relations, aiming to provide a stronger theoretical foundation for
SSA.

1. Introduction

It is natural to suppose that ordinary material objects, e.g. tables, chairs, atoms, walls,
and so on, exist, and they can compose further material objects. Van Inwagen reflects
this commonsense supposition (Van Inwagen, 1995) by introducing the Special
Composition Question (SCQ): “when does something compose other things”? This
question investigates the conditions that, once which are satisfied, material
compositions to compose further objects would happen. SCQ is a request to fill the
following blank:

Special Composition Schema: necessarily, for any xs, there is some y such
that, xs compose y
(when)

The most popular answer to SCQ is Universalism, according to which, composition
always happens, automatically. Universalism fills “at any time” in the blank and holds
that for any things that no two of which have a common part, there is something that
they compose. (See Lewis, 1986; Sider, 2001; Varzi, 2005; Bigelow, 2006. For
objections to Universalism, see Markosian, 1998; Comesana, 2008) Thus, according to
this view, there is a further object composed of the Eiffel Tower plus the moon plus
Donald Trump’s hair.

Meanwhile, the second popular answer, which grows in popularity, especially in recent
years, is Nihilism, according to which, compositions never happen. Nihilism fills “at no
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time” in the blank and holds that two or more things never compose or add up to
anything. (See Cameron, 2010; Sider, 2013; Cornell, 2017; Merricks, forthcoming. For
objections to Universalism, see Shaffer, 2009; Rea, 1998; Lewis, 1991) In this view,
ordinary objects like gloves, atoms, tables, etc. never exist.

Restrictivism, as the least popular answer, plans to fill some conditions in the blank.
This view holds that sometimes, under certain conditions, two or more non-overlapping
things compose something, and that sometimes they do not compose anything. (See,
Markosian, 1998; Korman, 2015; Carmichael, 2015) This strategy can intuitively accept
the existence of ordinary objects to which we are so familiar, while rejecting the
existence of those composites, such as the Eiffel Tower plus the moon plus Donald
Trump’s hair, or trout-turkey, which are, after all, so exotic and strange, at least in our
everyday language.

Among Restrictivism, Series-Style Answer (SSA) is a controversial but highly
appealing project. According to its most typical and standard version, there are different
composition criteria for different types of objects. In Van Inwagen’s word, “multigrade
relations for certain relata” (Van Inwagen, 1995: 63). I am composed of my cells, which
are composed of particles. Particles stand in nuclear relation to compose cells, and cells
stand in biochemical relation to compose me. And the story ends.

However, although this seems to be very intuitive, it still faces many rebuttals. For
example, some philosophers argue that SSA suffers from Van Inwagen’s Circularity
problem, which says that any proposed SSA answer to SCQ is covertly mereological in
nature, e.g. particles already compose cells in our case. (For this objection, see Van
Inwagen, 1995; for the response to this objection, see Silva, 2013; Carmichael, 2015); in
addition, some philosophers also argue that SSA involves Sorites Paradox, namely, there
are no cut-off criteria for composition to happen. Then every answer in the series is
impossible. (For this objection, see Unger, 1980; Varzi, 2007; for the response to this
objection, see Korman, 2015; Carmichael, 2011), etc.

In this paper, speaking for SSA theorists, I do not force myself to solve all the
objections. Rather, I only focus on one of them, the Transitivity problem. In section 1,
will present SSA and non-transitivity in mereology with plural logic. In section 2, I
argue that Carmichael’s strategy to solve this problem fails to solve the Transitivity
problem between different kinds of composition, so we have reasons to improve it; in
section 3, in order to save transitivity, I will raise a mereotopological version of SSA,
using mereotopological exterior boundaries to characterize series-style compositions; in
section 4 and 5, I will offer my positive justifications for this SSA and show why it is a
better choice for SSA theorists.

Before I start my work, however, two things should be noted: 1) indeed, some SSAs can
be built, based on “non-standard” versions of mereological composition, which can
avoid the transitivity problem. For instance, some philosophers have proposed several
understandings of “Fusion” “Sum” “Non-transitivity sum” to define compositions. (See
Tarski, 1935; Lewis, 1991; Gruszczynski, 2013; Pietruszczak, 2014). But in this paper,
limited by space and my purpose, I will suppose a standard understanding of
composition, namely, the composition sum in classical mereology. 2) I do not promise
that my solution can remove all objections to SSA. My purpose is only to solve the
transitivity problem. So the conclusion I can reach is merely that given a standard
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understanding of composition, if there is at least hope for SSA to be true, then my
version of SSA is a promising one.

2. SSA and transitivity problem

Let me first make some background clarifications. The general lesson of SSA is that
there are different criteria of composition corresponding to different types of material
objects. Formally, SSAs are of this form:

SSA-Form: For any xs (where xs are material objects), there is a further
material object, y, composed of those xs iff the xs are of the kind F1 and
stand in relation R1, or the xs are of the kind F2 and stand in

relation R2, or ..., the xs are of the kind Fn and stand in relation Rn.

For instance, there are some particles, and some cells. When particles stand in nuclear
relation, or when cells stand in biochemical relation, material composition happens.
More precisely, SSA-Form entails two theses, respectively about kinds and relations:

Level-kind Thesis: There are kinds of material objects, where some of some
kind (F1) can be composed of material objects of a distinct kind (F2, ..., Fn).

Exclusion Thesis: There are some kinds and relations such that a relation
sufficient for some composition to happen among some kind of material
objects (F1), is not sufficient for composition to happen among some other
distinct kind of objects (F2, ..., Fn) even if the F2s can stand in the same
relation as the F1s when the F1s compose something'.

Both theses satisfy our commonsense knowledge and intuitions about the world, where
things of a kind can compose things of other kinds: cells are composed of atoms; organs
are composed of cells; tables are composed of pieces of wood, etc. (Level-kind), and for
relations, the biochemical relation for cells to compose organs is insufficient for the
composition among atoms, pieces of woods, etc., to happen (Exclusion).

In order to construct it more precisely, I form SSA in mereological composition. In
classical mereology, parthood is viewed as a partially ordered relation. Take x, y, z...as
singular variables and P as a primitive predicate for parthood “is a part of”, then we
have:

Reflexivity Vx(xPx)
Transitivity VxVyVz((xPy A\ yPz)—xPz)
Anti-symmetry VxVy((xPy A yPx) —x=y)

Then, mereology investigates the features of the relation of parthood (P) and of some
other connected relations, such as proper parthood (PP) and overlap (O). According to
the standard definition:

I Silva (2013), p.72
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Proper Parthood x PPy =df xPy A x#y
Overlap x O y =df 3z(zPx A zPy)

As composition deals with relations between single variables and plural variables, we
need to introduce a non-standard first-order logic that allows us to quantify over plural
variables, where xx, yy...are plural variables and <is a predicate for the relation of
“being one of”’, we can introduce an essential axiom of plural logic:

Plural Comprehension  Ix¢(x)—IxxVu(u<xx—o(u))

Plural Comprehension says that, if there is at least one thing that is a ¢, then there are
some things such that something is one of them iff it is a ¢. For example, if ¢p(x) stands
for “x is a human being”, then we can get a plurality Zs of “all human beings”, that is,
anything which is a human being is one of Zs, and anyone of Zs is a human being.

Then the definition of composition “Y.” in plural language:
Composition? xxY y=df Vz(z< xx—zPy) AVz(zPy—3Iw(WOZAW< XX))

(“y is something as a composition of some xs, iff anyone of xs is a part of y, and any
part of y overlaps something that is one of xs”’) Now SSA-Form can be formulated in
mereology with plural language:

SSA-FormVxx3y, Vz(z< xx—F1(z)) AR1(xx) (SSA-R1 disjunct)

xxYyeo
VVz(z< xx—F2(z)) AR2(xx)  (SSA-R2 disjunct)

VVz(z< xx—Fn(z)) ARn(xx)  (SSA-Rn disjunct)

Take an oversimplified example to show how SSA works. Assume that, within the
spacial region of my body, there are only two kinds of things, particles, and cells (this
three-layer case is simple but enough to show how SSA works).

When xx are particles, and R1 is “standing in nuclear relations” (the covalent bond
happens and the positive nuclei from different atoms are held together by the attraction
for the shared pair of electrons held between them), there are the composite cells,
according to our oversimplified example. Further, when xx are cells, and R1 is
“standing in biochemical relations” (adhere together through cell-surface proteins called
CAM cell adhesion molecules, a category that includes the transmembrane adhesion
proteins), they compose my body.

2 Here I present the most common definition of composition. There are some alternative versions, see
Varzi (2019), section 4.
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Me

Stands in biochemical relation (R2)

Cells (F2)

Stands in nuclear relation (R1)

Particles (F1)

(1) SSA-Form in this case: For any xs, there is some y such that the xs
compose Y, iff the xs are particles (F1) and stand in nuclear relation (R1), or
the xs are cells and stand in biochemical relation (R2), or there is only one of
the xs.

And then, we have the level-kind thesis and exclusion:

(i1) Level-kind Thesis: I am composed of cells, and cells are composed of
particles.

(ii1) Exclusion Thesis: Standing in biochemical relation R2, or any other
relations rather than R1, is not sufficient for particles F1 to compose any
composite things.

(iv) Proper Parts: x is a proper part of y, iff there are zs other than x that x and
the zx compose y.

(v) Transitivity: Parthood is transitive.

The Transitivity problem reveals the inconsistency involved in SSA-Form through
Plural Comprehension, (i)-(iii), and Transitivity. For instance, if we accept (i) and (v),
mereologically, an x could be a part of a y which was itself part of a z (particles are
parts of me):

(i)-R1 disjunct Vxx3y (xx Y ye= Yw(w< xx—F1(w)) AR1(xx))

(i)-R2 disjunct Vyy3dz (yy Y z— VYm(m< yy—F2(m)) AR2(yy))
xPy A yPz

(v) Transitivity VxVyVz((xPy /\ yPz)—xPz)

Conclusion: xPz

On the other hand, as per the SSA, zs can only be composed of ys related by R2, but not
the xs, therefore, xs are not parts of z. (i), (ii), and (iii) fail to include a condition for
when particles can compose me. If there is a condition for particles (F1) plus other
particles (F1) plus cells (F2) to compose me, what is it? SSA fails to tell this, since F1
and F2 are not of the same kind, and there is no condition given by SSA for their
composition. If one wants to give a condition for F1s and F2s to compose something,
his answer will be no longer in the Series style, and violates (iii) Exclusion Thesis.
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(1)-R1 disjunct and (iii) says that particles only compose something when standing in R1
relation and (ii) says that when in R1 relation, they compose cells. Taken together,
particles cannot compose anything when standing in other relations rather than R1, or
with anything that are not F1s. Therefore, particles are not among anything that
composes me. Then, from the right-to-left direction of (iv), we can conclude that no
particles are proper parts of me (— xPz). SSA stops the transitivity between its different
disjuncts.

(ii) Level-kind Thesis  Ixx3yydz (xx> yy Ayy > z)
(iii) Exclusion Thesis  Vxx3y, Vw(w< xx—F1(w)) AR2(xx)— xx> y

(iv) Proper Parts VxVz (— (xPz A\ x#z) <> —xPPz)
x #z (obviously, a particle is not me)
Conclusion: —xPz

The consequence of SSA is unacceptable, as it conflicts with Transitivity. Transitivity
says that x is a part of z “xPz”, while SSA says that, x would not be part of z “— xPz”.

Note that Van Inwagen’s Transitivity problem only aims at the cross-disjunct cases of
SSA, where different kinds and relations are involved, for example, xs are F1s and stand
in R1 to compose ys (according to the R1 disjunct), while ys are F2s and stand in R2 to
compose z (according to the R2 disjunct). It is not a problem about the transitivity when
things are of the same kind and in the same relations. Within a single disjunct, the
Transitivity clearly follows and poses no problems.

The root of this problem is that parthood, characterized by different disjuncts of SSA,
seems to be non-transitive. The whole is only achieved by the last step, namely, the last
disjunct closest to the composite objects. If SSA is true, then the smaller parts are not
parts of the composite whole. However, not only Transitivity but also our commonsense
intuition suggests that they actually are parts of the whole. Given the fact that particles
are obviously my parts, SSA defenders seem to be trapped in a self-contradiction.

3. Carmichael’s two-category SSA

Although intuitive, SSA is currently the most less-popular answer to SCQ, as very few
philosophers gave proposals for it. The most representative SSA proposal is from
Carmichael. In this inspiring article “Toward A Commonsense Answer to SCQ”,
Carmichael suggests a two-category SSA, which makes a distinction between event-
based composition and lump-like composition, and claims to avoid the transitivity
problem.

His SSA idea seems quite natural. Lump-like composition is the most common kind in
daily talking. When lump-like objects (e.g. woods, metals), are bonded, they compose
other things (tables, the Eiffel Tower). For lump-likeness, I will detail analyze it later in
section 4. On the other hand, some events may impose a kind of composition on the
objects involved in them. For instance, the atmospheric event imposes unity on those
unbonded parts, winds, water droplets, etc., involved in a tornado.
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The general lesson is, in Carmichael’s words, “there is an intuitive distinction between
objects that are event-based and those that are lump-like” (Carmichael, 2015: 479).
Therefore. If we can figure out compositions into two kinds, and at the same time, find
transitivity in each, it is possible for SSA to be true. Carmichael gives a two-category
SSA, and his story begins by introducing two different kinds of composition:

For any material objects xs, there is a further object y, composed of those xs,
iff either

(1) lump-like composition: the xs are lump-like objects (F1s) and the xs are
bonded (R1)

(i1) event-based composition: the xs are event-based objects (F2), and the
activities of the xs constitute an event that imposes sufficient unity on the xs
(R2)

There are different ways to define “bond”. Van Inwagen tries different kinds of bonding,
such as “contact’™, “fastening™, “cohesion™, and “fusion™, each of which involves a
greater strength of bond (roughly, the biochemical relation in our oversimplified
example can be viewed as “fastening”). Here, Carmichael takes fastening, cohesion, and

fusion as “bonding”, as we will see this in his argument for Lump-like Transitivity

For the definition of “Event-based”, Carmichael has two steps. First, some objects are
event-based, when there are underlying events that pose sufficient unity to hold parts
together. Moreover, for “sufficient unity”, Carmichael technically defines it as “the
activities of the xs constitute a self-sustaining’ and homeodynamic?® event”.

Some examples will illustrate how this two-category SSA works. A model airplane is
composed of several pieces of wood that are glued together. This is because the pieces
of wood (and clumps of glue) are lump-like and bonded together, and so compose an
object by condition (i).

In a hurricane, there are water droplets, quantities of air, debris, and so on, whose
activities constitute the relevant atmospheric event. The event in question imposes
sufficient unity on these objects. Thus, by condition (ii), these objects compose the
hurricane.

3 Define CONTACT: The xs are "in contact" if they do not overlap spatially and are “clumped together”.
That is, the xs are in contact if (1) no two of them overlap spatially, and (2) if Y and z are among the xs,
then y is in contact with z, or y is in contact with w, which is one of the xs, and w is in contact with z-
and so on. See Van Inwagen (1990). p.33.

4 Define FASTENING: Objects are in contact and suppose that they are so arranged that, among all the
many sequences in which forces of arbitrary directions and magnitudes might be applied to either both
of them, at most only a few would be capable of separating them without breaking or permanently
deforming or otherwise damaging each one of them. Then these objects are fastened to each other. See
Van Inwagen (1990). p.56.

3> Define COHESION: Fastened and cannot be separated. See Van Inwagen (1990). p.58.

¢ Define FUSION: objects are melted into each other in a way that leaves no discernible boundary. See
Van Inwagen (1990). p.59.

7 e is self-sustaining: earlier stages of € cause later stages of e. See Carmichael (2015). p.482.

8 ¢ is homeodynamic: possibly, there are xs such that the activities of the xs constitute € at one time, but
none of the xs participates in e at another time (at which e occurs). See Carmichael (2015). p.482.

67



Why must rely on a new distinction between different kinds of composition? Indeed,
according to the most natural understanding of composition, things compose something,
just as (i) shows, when they are bonded together in some appropriate way. However,
there are some different composition situations. If we glue two people together,
although they are bonded, they compose nothing. Or, in a hurricane, parts are not
bonded, but they still compose the whole. Solely having (i) cannot fully address these
composition cases.

However, according to the new two-category SSA, there is a new “event-based”
category. For event-based objects, bonding relation is not the condition for composition.
In such a way, two people glued together do not compose anything. People are not
lump-like—they are event-based objects and so do not meet condition (i). And merely
gluing together the hands of two people does not result in an event that imposes
sufficient unity on them. So they do not meet condition (ii), either. Therefore, according
to Carmichael, the following two statements reflect composition in different manners:

A:  xLPy (lump-like) Cells are composed of particles.
B: xEPy (event-based) 1 am composed of my cells.

Having illustrated Carmichael’s SSA, we can now start to discuss the transitivity within
it. Namely, under what circumstances are some parthood relations transitive? And,
under what circumstances should this transitivity stop? This indeed depends on how we
find the transitivity within two categories.

At first, let me state Carmichael’s solution:
Lump-like Transitivity (LT) VxVyVz((xPy A yLPz)—xPz)

(“If x is a part of y, and y is a lump-like part of z, then x is a part of z.””) Here is
Carmichael’s argument for LT (Carmichael, 2015: 481): according to LT, suppose that
y1, ..., yn are lump-like and bonded, and that they compose object z. And suppose that
x1 is among some objects x1, ..., xn that are lump-like and bonded, and that compose
y1. Then we have (1) - (3):

(1) yl is bonded to y2, ..., yn, and x1 is bonded to x2, ..., xn.

(2) If y1 is bonded to the rest of z, then it is impossible that all parts of y1 is
unbonded to the rest of z, i.e., there must be some part, let it be x1, of y1 bonded to
one of y2, ..., yn.

(3) Bonding is transitive’.

From (1)+(2)+(3), we have

(4) Lump-like x1, ..., xn (all parts of y1) are bonded to lump-like y2, ..., yn.

From (4)+Definition of Lump-like composition,

% It is necessary to clarify what “Bonding” in LT precisely means. Recall Van Inwagen’s different kinds
of bonding. By saying “bonding is transitive”, it is very obvious that Carmichael takes Fastening,
Cohesion, and Fusion as “Bonding” here, but not Contact (Consider this counterexample against Contact
transitivity. Three cubes are placed in this way: A contacts B, and B contacts C, A does not contact C,
where Contact transitivity fails.
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(5) x1, ..., xn and y2, ..., yn compose something

(6) It is extremely implausible to say that x1, ..., xn and y2, ..., yn compose something
other than z. (for y2, ..., yn are parts of z; and x1, ..., xn compose y1, the remaining
part of z.)
(7) x1, ..., xn and y2, ..., yn compose z, as its parts.

Carmichael arrives at:
(8) Conclusion: Parthood relation involved in a lump-like composition is transitive.

In Carmichael’s LT argument, the lump-like transitivity follows from the transitivity of
bonding. Parts of a lump-like object must be parts of the further lump-like object
composed by those objects, because the transitivity of bonding bans the possibility for
them to be scattered. For example, If I bond the right half of a model airplane to the left
half, then every part of them must be bonded as well. This is how Carmichael’s LT
works.

Event-based Transitivity  (ET) VxVyVz((xPy /\ yEPz)—xEPz)

Similarly, Carmichael finds the transitivity in event-based cases. (“If x is a part of y, and
y is an event-based part of z, then x is an event-based part of z.””) Here is how his
argument goes:

(1) Event constitution (C) The activities of xs constitute event e iffdf the fact that e
occurs is grounded in facts about the activities of xs.

(2) The facts about a composite object are grounded in facts about its parts'®.

(3) Grounding is transitive'!.

(4) Any parthood relation involved in an event-based composition is transitive.

For example, Some event e is constituted of composite objects x1 , ..., xn. Then, by (C),
the occurrence of e is grounded in facts about x1 , ..., xn. According to (2), Facts about
x1, ..., xn that ground the occurrence of e are themselves grounded in their parts. As
grounding is transitive, the occurrence of e is grounded in facts about the parts of

x1, ..., Xn, in other words, parts of X1, ..., xn are ‘caught up’ in the event as well. The
event-based transitivity follows from the transitivity of grounding.

Taken together, Carmichael intuitively claims that transitivity follows and Van
Inwagen’s transitivity problem fails. But at least two objections might be raised.

The first one is quite short and general: Carmichael’s SSA is unclear in its ontology.
First, its distinction between the two categories is unclear. Lump-like objects are
defined as “the non-event-based objects” (2015: 479) and event-based objects are
defined as “objects united by an event” (2015: 478). But, as shown in many cases, some

19 The premise is an analogue for grounding of mereological supervenience. Proponents of the latter
thesis include Horgan (1982); Kim (1984); Zimmerman (1997); Markosian (2005); Koslicki (2008).
Strictly speaking, a weaker premise suffices for ET: if some facts about the activities of a composite
object x partially ground the occurrence of event e, then these facts about x are grounded in facts about
the parts of x.

1 Proponents of this premise include Schaffer (2009); Fine (2010); Correia (2010); Whitcomb (2012);
Cameron (2008). For some alleged counterexamples, see Schaffer (2012). For replies, see Litland (2013)
and Raven (2013).
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objects are also possible to be both lump-like and event-based. For instance, for
Carmichael’s SSA, when the simples compose particles, they are lump-like objects. But
when the same simples constituting me (suppose that he really solves the transitivity
problem), being united by the occurrence of my life, they are event-based objects.
Therefore, this ambiguity shakes the root of his distinction.

Second, Carmichael’s SSA is ambiguous in answering this question: which one is the
“lump-like” or “event-based” object, the candidate objects for composition, or the
composites after composition? He did not give a clear answer to this, saying that is the
former, the latter, or both. When saying “the existence of an (event-based) composite
object is grounded in the occurrence of an event” (2015: 478), and “for some composite
objects, there is no underlying event at all. For example, in the case of an object like a
rock, there does not seem to be an underlying event that unifies its parts...rocks are
lump-like” (2015: 479), Carmichael seems to view the composite object after
composition as the lump-like or event-based objects. But, as per his SSA, xs, as the
candidate parts before the composition, should be those lump-like or event-based
objects. If a clear material ontology is what we desire, this is not a small problem that
can be ignored.

The second objection is much more substantial: Carmichael’s LT fails. Formally, take
F1 as “lump-like objects”, R1 as “bonding”, F2 as “event-based objects”, and R2 as
“united by events” we have:

Carmichael’s SSAVxx3y, Vz(z< xx—F1(z)) AR1(xx) (Lump-like

XXy disjunct)
VVz(z< xx—F2(z)) (Event-based
AR2(xx) disjunct)

Then, within this two-category SSA, consider all the four basic transitivity cases that we
have at hand now:

Lump-like first, then Lump-like xLPy A yLPz (LD
Event-based first, then Lump-like xEPy A yLPz (No proof)
Event-based first, then Event-based xEPy A\ yEPz

Lump-like first, then Event-based ~ xLPy /A yEPz (ET)
Examples are the best way to show these four cases. For “Lump-like first, then Lump-
like” cases, a handle can be a part of a door, and the door is a part of the house; for
“Event-based first, then Event-based” cases, | am a part of the football team, while my
team is a part of a game; for “Lump-like first, then Event-based”, a simple is a part of a
particle, and the particle is a part of me; for “Event-based first, then Lump-like”, it is
hard to give an example, and I will provide mereotopological reasons for this later in
section 4.4.

Here I attack LT that having (7) is not sufficient for getting (8). Given (1) - (3) and the
definition of lump-like composition, we cannot arrive at (8), because one important
situation is lacking for getting it. According to two categories, if x is a part of y, then x
can be a lump-like or event-based part of y. This suggests that LT should involve two
cases: “xLPy /A yLPz” and “xEPy /\ yLPz”. Only transitivity is found in both cases, can
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we say that LP is successful. However, Carmichael’s argument for LP only deals with
the former, while leaving the latter to be unsolved. If LT does not involve both two
cases, it is not justified to claim that transitivity is saved, as the conclusion (8) does.

Take a closer look. According to SSA, “xEPy A yLPz” is:

Event-based objects (F2)———Lump-like objects (F1)———o0objects

Sufficient united by an bonded (R1)
event (R2)

The remaining question for him to answer is that, “why event-based objects, through
event-based composition, cannot compose lump-like objects?”, in other words, “why
the composite objects, from event-based compositions, cannot be bonded to compose
further objects?” Carmichael’s SSA may respond to this that, this case is actually
impossible, because it is very unlikely for composite objects, from event-based
composition, to be lump-like, and thus be appropriate candidates'? for an upcoming
lump-like composition. However, he just ignores this, without giving a justification for
doing so.

In this situation, does the two-category SSA really offers a way to fully solve the
transitivity problem? I doubt it. Since, in the first place, it lacks clarity in the
fundamental distinction between two categories of composition, and has an unclear
material ontology; in the second place, even if we adopt this SSA, lump-like transitivity
is still uncompleted and unsolved. Taken together, my provisional diagnosis is that,
Carmichael’s SSA is a good step towards a commonsense answer to SCQ, but it is
incomplete and imprecise, which means that more work needs to be done in his
direction.

4. Mereotopological SSA

Through my argument in section 2, it seems that the two-category SSA does not fully
solve the Transitivity problem. However, although I am not persuaded by Carmichael’s
argument, I am still happy to accept his general proposal, namely, the distinction
between “lump-like” compositions and “event-based” ones. Different from the most
common understanding of the “bonding” condition for composition, Carmichael’s SSA
finds a new category for material objects to be united by some events, as shown in the
SSA Event-based disjunct, for which bonding is no more the criteria for composition at
all.

The general lesson is, therefore, that as long as Carmichael’s two-category SSA
proposal is correct, transitivity needs to be found in its two categories. Thus I am
motivated to update his proposal, to reach the same conclusion as Carmichael’s, to save
transitivity. And my strategy is quite straight: follow his direction and add some more
precise work to fill his proposal.

121 use the word “candidates” rather than “participants”, because I cannot confirm that the composition
really happens. If I can confirm so, then I use the word “participants”.
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My plan has two steps: first, make a further distinction between many-to-many
composition and many-to-one composition, within the two-category SSA, to save
transitivity (aiming at my second substantial objection to Carmichael); second, add a
clear definition to “lump-like” objects through “exterior boundary” characterization in
mereotopology (aiming at my first short objection). In this way, to update Carmichael’s
proposal into a better SSA and give a clear material ontology.

To formalize this idea, the first step:
(Many-to-one composition) xxY y=df Vz(z< xx—zPy) AVz(zPy—Iw(WOzZAW< XX))
Same as the standard mereological definition of composition, introduced in section 1.

(Many-to-many composition'®) xx > *yy=df Vz3y(z<xxAy<yy—zPy)
A Vm(Vy(y<yy A mPy)—3w(wOm A w< xx))
AVx1Vx2(x1, x2<xx— ~(x10x2))

(“When many things compose many other things, the xs compose* the ys=df each one

of the xs is a part of exactly one of the ys, every part of each one of the ys overlaps at
least one of the xs, and no two of the xs overlap'#.”) Similarly, we can have many-to-
many lump-like composition “LY *”, many-to-one event-based composition “E> ",
many-to-many event-based composition“E) *”, many-to-one lump-like

composition“L)"”.

The standard many-to-one composition deals with relations between plural variables
and singular variables, while many-tfo-many composition deals with relations between
plural variables. It is evident to see that, in all four basic cases of the Transitivity
problem, they are the combination of many-to-many composition and many-to-many
composition. If we can add a recursive clause to SSA “if xx many-to-many compose yy,
and yy many-to-one compose z, then xx compose z”, then the parthood transitivity from
X to z, in our four cases, follows. This will be analyzed in detail in section 4.3.

The second step: I define “lump-like” objects as those objects have only 1
mereotopological exterior boundary in 3-dimensional space, at a time point t, where
“EB” is “being an exterior boundary of” (I will explain EB in mereotopology later), and
“31” is the uniqueness quantification “only one”:

Lump-like** objects 3!z, zZEBx

(“if z is an exterior boundary of x in space, and there is only one z, then x is a lump-like
object”)

Combining these two steps, my proposed SSA can be stated as follows:

Mereotopological SSA
Vxx3y, XX) y« att, (Vn(n<xx—3!z, zEBn) A 3!z’, z2EBxx) (Lump-like**)

13 Here I borrow the many-to-many composition characterization of Silva (2013). p.78.
14 See Silva (2013). pp.78-80.

72



V in At, (Vn(n<xx—Event-based (n)) ASufficiently  (Scattered Event-based*)
United (xx)
A~ (3!z, zEBxx))
VIxIxx (Xx=X)
Vazzaw (xx3 *zzAzz3'W) (Recursive'?)

Lump-like**ness, and Scattered event-based*ness will be analyzed in detail in sections
4.1 and 4.2.

For any xs, there is some y such that the xs compose y iff: at a time point t, 3-
dimensionally, the xs are lump-like objects and they compose further lump-like objects
(e.g. several pieces of wood compose a model airplane); or, during a time period, 4-
dimensionally, the xs are event-based objects and are sufficiently united (e.g. winds,
droplets, ..., compose a hurricane); or, there is only one of the xs; or, there are some zs
and some w such that the xs many-to-many compose the zs and the zs many-to-one
compose w (Recursive).

If we want to make SSA philosophically convincing, we need more precise work: not
only should we offer a clear definition of what are the fundamental building bricks of
our ontology, but also should we offer justified composition conditions for SSA, to use
those bricks to build the material world. Only in this way can we have a fine material
ontology. This is exactly the work I will do in the next section.

5. An argument through mereotopology

5.1 Why “Lump-like”?
My story begins with ordinary objects. Compared with the strange composite objects of
Universalism, or the simples or gunk of Nihilism, we do have more commonsense
reasons, empirical or not, to believe in the existence of ordinary objects, e.g., tables,
chairs, walls, stones, and so on.

Among them, there are some lump-like objects, e.g. a grain of rice, a cube of metal, a
wooden block, etc., which are generally used by us to compose other ordinary objects,
just like we use wooden blocks to make a table, or bricks to build a wall, etc. Then, I
pick these lump-likes as the building bricks to build a commonsense material ontology.

Why do so? Three reasons can justify my choice. First, this choice can make our
material ontology as clear as possible. If we want to have a plausible ontology, we then
want everything within it, speaking from a mereological point of view, the composite
material beings or the building bricks, to be as safe as possible. Then, lump-like
ordinary objects can maximally satisfy our requirements, compared with two camps of
alternatives:

15 See Silva (2013) for a precise articulation of the recursive clause. By adding this clause, he did not
actually give a specific SSA proposal, but only a possible schematic form of SSA that is free from the
attack of the transitivity problem.
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Compared with postulated gunks and simples, or strange objects in Nihilism’s or
Universalism’s ontology, lump-like objects are more concrete, because they are
empirically accessible and trustworthy. For simples'®, at least, no one knows whether
there are them. Moreover, even if there are them, it is uncertain that which entities, like
quarks, Bosons, etc., are really simples, as there is the possibility that currently most
successful theories about the building bricks may be defeated by later theories, and the
postulated entities may later be found no more the simples.

Similarly, for Gunks, no one will be able to, via any instruments or not, get empirical
access to every one of those gunks. And no one can exhaust empirical access to every
one of the strange objects. But we can get access to tables, atoms, ice cubes, and other
lump-likes. The ontological trustworthiness of the lump-likes often comes from an
empirical basis. At least, whether a table exists is not as controversial as whether
simples, gunks, and strange objects exist.

Compared with Carmichael’s SSA, which admits the lump-likes and the event-baseds,
plus their distinction, my choice is more ontological parsimonious, since it posits fewer
types of building bricks of the universe. This leads to a more elegant and clear
foundation layer of material ontology: lump-like only. In my picture, there is no longer
any burden to admit the distinction between lump-like objects and event-based objects,
as criticized in section 2.

Second, this choice does not contradict common sense. A lump-like metal cube in front
of my eyes exists. Somebody might deny this existent. For instance, supporters of
Nihilism definitely deny it, because they radically deny the existence of any composite
objects (this is indeed contradictory to our commonsense intuition!). But people who
admit this extent are not necessarily supporters of Universalism, as they can still say
that this metal cube exists while composite objects from unrestricted composition, like
“the Eiffel Tower and Donald Trump’s hair bonded to the moon” (also contradictory to
commonsense) do not.

Third, this choice has maximal explanatory power for ordinary objects. Obviously, it is
hard for Universalists to explain what is the difference between “lump-like”
compositions and “event-based” compositions, as for them, all compositions are
unrestricted. Putting Universalism aside, compared with Nihilism which admits only
gunks or simples, My choice does have stronger explanatory power for ordinary objects.
What is there in the spatio-temporal region of the table? An answer like “four wooden
legs plus one wooden desk bonded together” indeed seems more convincing than “a
cluster of simples, or gunks”.

Taken together, lump-like objects are now the starting point for my SSA to build a
commonsense material ontology.

5.2 “Lump-like” in mereotolopogy
After justifying my choice, before I start my argument, however, it is necessary to make
our understanding of “lump-like” more clear: when I say that something is lump-like, I

16 Here I mean the real simples. Mereologicaly, Sx=df =3y, yPPx (“entities with no proper parts”), but
not the postulated building bricks, molecules, atoms, Bosons, etc., of physical theories.
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am not saying that they are “non-event-based” (as what Carmichael’s SSA does), rather,
I wish to give a solid definition of “lump-like” objects.

What lump-like objects, like metal cubes, wooden blocks, etc., share in common? In
formal ontology, mereotopologically, when saying some object is a “lump”, technically
we are saying that it occupies a region in space, while every part of a “lump” is
connected (actually, a connected point set).

To articulate this view, in mereotopology, where C is “connected”!”:

Reflexivity (C1) xCx
Symmetry (C2) xCy—yCx

Then “lump-like” can be characterized as:
Lump-like* objects vxvVmVvn (mPxAnPxAmCn)

(“x is lump-like iff, for any two parts of it, they are mereotopologically connected!®”)
This seems to be the most intuitive prima facie characterization for lump-like material
objects, through mereotopology. For instance, no matter how you find two parts in a
metal cube, they are always mereotopologically connected. The path connectivity
between m and n ensures that there must be a path inside the object (without leaving the
object) connecting them. Lump-like* seems to be a proper definition for lump-likeness.
But, is this true?

Unfortunately not, as there are some problematic cases against Lump-like*. Consider a
hollow sphere with small balls inside, which is tangential to its inner surface, thus not
connected. Is there one composite thing, or many things? When each of them is super
small in a molecule-level size, actually, this is the case similar to a football, which itself
is a hollow sphere, and contains many air molecules inside it. Lump-like* would answer
“many things”, and say that there is no composition, as parts are not mereotopologically
connected. However, our commonsense intuition is likely to admit that there is only one
thing, a football. At least, no one is likely to say that a football is not one thing, but
many things, of the hollow sphere plus those air molecules inside it.

All lump-like objects satisfy Lump-like*, while Lump-like* fails to accommodate these
problematic non-connected cases, thus it is a necessary but not sufficient condition for
something to be lump-like, not strong enough. Therefore, we need to seek a more
appropriate definition.

171 do not adopt any Transitivity axiom here. And (MT1)-(MT3) do not involve anything from
Mereological transitivity. As I will use mereotopological treatment to prove mereological Transitivity in
section 4.4. This is to avoid the circularity to use mereotopological transitivity to prove mereological
Transitivity.

18 Someone may deny lump-like* by giving examples, such as “the leg and the back are both parts of a
chair, but they are not connected”. But this is wrong. Lump-like* shows “mereotopologically
connectivity” rather than “connectivity in everyday talking”. A subset of a topological space is connected
if it is connected in the subspace topology. A space is connected if any two points of it lie in some
connected subset, that is, can be joined by some connected set. “mCn” is of path connectivity, a property
of a space whereby any two of its points can be joined by a path, i.e., a continuous image of a segment.
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From (C1) and (C2), we may define other mereotopological relations as follows (the
definitions here follow the axiom system of Rachavelpula, 2017):

External Connection (MT1) xECy = xCyA—xOy

Tangential Part (MT2) xTPy := xPyA3z(zECxAZECy)
Internal Part (MT3) xIPy := xPyA—xTPy
Crossness xXy = "xPyAxOy

Straddleness xSTy =Vz(xIPz—zXy)

Crossness says that “x crosses y whenever x is not a part of y and overlaps y”, while
Straddleness says “x straddles y whenever x is such that everything of which it is an
interior part that crosses y”. From here we can define Boundaries and Tangents:

Boundary xBy :=Vz(zPx—zSTy)
Tangent xTy: = 3z(zPx A zBy)

Tangent says that “A tangent of y is an entity which has as part a boundary of y”. From
Tangent, we are able to prove that all tangents must be straddlers, and that every
boundary of y must be a tangent of y and therefore cannot be an interior part of y. We
can prove further (stronger) about boundaries, that:

Boundary Definition xBy=Vz(zPx—zTy)

Intuitively, among boundaries, there are two different kinds: inside and outside!®. Then,
from which one, can we get the proper mereotopological definition of lump-likeness?
Imagine a lump of cheese with air bubbles inside. Not only does it have an exterior
boundary (EB), but it also involves many internal boundaries of those holes or internal
cavities within it. But, as long as it is a lump, no matter how many interior boundaries
of air bubbles inside it, after all, it can only have one exterior boundary. It is the exterior
boundary that determines its “lump-likeness”.

Exterior Boundary (EB) is what I want to define lump-likeness. However, it is
mathematically very difficult, if not impossible, to formally distinguish the boundaries
of the holes inside an object and its exterior boundary?’. Several attempts are made by

19 See Casati and Varzi (1994).
201 tried to mathematically distinguish EBs and the boundaries of inner holes in three possible ways, but
each faced problems. Technically,
(a) Complementary approach: the complementary set of the lump of cheese has two disconnected
parts: internal holes, and external space. The external space is an infinite open set, while the holes
and cavities are finite.
Problem: although intuitive, it is hard to mathematically prove that the external space is infinite.
(b) Homeomorphism approach: the holes are homeomorphic to a ball, but the external space is not.
Problem: when the structures of the holes are more complex (e.g. in doughnut-like or Klein-bottle-
like structures), they are not homeomorphic to a ball. (b) fails.
(c) 3-dimensional approach: if the origin is within the object, 3-dimensionally, then any coordinates
of any points (x,y,z) within the geometrical space of the cheese is within the EB, but not within the
boundaries of interior holes.
Problem: Which point should we choose as the origin? By saying “the origin has to be within the EB”,
this method to define EB seems to be trapped in circularity.
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mereotopologists and topologists?! to formalize EB, but this remains to be a
controversial and currently unsolved?? hard problem in mereotopology.

This means that I have to add some intuitions about EB here, more than the
mereotopological characterization of Boundaries, to complete my lump-likeness
definition. EBs of x are boundaries that separate x from the (outside) remainder of the
universe. For instance, you can touch the EB of a lump of cheese without breaking it,
but you cannot do this to the boundaries of holes inside it; or, the EB of the lump of
cheese can be illuminated by the sunshine, but the boundaries of holes cannot. I believe
that readers will understand this intuitive metaphysical distinction between them. Using
EB to characterize lump-like objects, then we can achieve a new definition, through the
uniqueness quantification:

Lump-like** objects 3!z, zZEBx

Unlike Lump-like*, the new definition Lump-like** does accommodate non-
connectivity composition cases. It only defines a lump-like object in terms of itself, plus
its own exterior boundary. An object is lump-like, when it has only one exterior
boundary that separates it from the remainder of the universe. Therefore, Lump-like**
is the mereotopological definition that I want for the building bricks of a fine material
ontology. Here I get it. Then, Lump-like** should be put into SSA, to see how
compositions, lump-like ones or event-based ones, work. This is exactly the work I will
do in section 4.3.

5.3 Composition from the lump-like building bricks
Indeed, the most common motivation for SSA theorists is to divide compositions into
different types, to which different criteria may apply. Speaking for myself, I feel the
same motivation to apply different conditions for different composition cases. Having
Lump-like** objects at hand, now it is time to get to the bottom of how other material
objects are composed of them. Here I chose to follow Carmichael’s proposal of a two-
category SSA.

However, although I follow Carmichael’s direction, my SSA ontology is quite different
from his. As criticized in section 2, first, his route to building up the material ontology
starts from ambiguous distinctions between lump-like objects and event-based objects;
second, he uses the composition concept “being united by an event” to define “event-
based” objects, and furthermore using “non-event-based” to define “lump-like”. Both
lead to an unclear material ontology.

In contrast, my SSA material ontology has solid building bricks—“lump-like” objects
only. In other words, what exists there are only lump-like bricks, both lump-like
composition and event-based composition can be imposed onto them. More precisely,
my task is to use Carmichael’s two categories to compose further objects from the
Lump-like**s.

21 For different kinds of boundaries, see Brentano (1988), Part one; Smith (1992); Casati and Varzi
(1994).
22 See Rachavelpula (2017). p.15
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(a) Lump-like** composition
Now I can start my argument. Recall Carmichael’s Lump-like disjunct
“Vz(z<xx—F1(z)) AR1(xx)”, when xx are lump-like objects and bonded, then through
lump-like composition, they compose a further object. Because of the transitivity of
bonding relation, the new composite object is also lump-like.

Having Lump-like** and lump-like building bricks at hand, now, we can utilize them to
grasp lump-like composition: the lump-like** objects, as building bricks, have only 1
exterior boundary in ordinary 3-dimensional space “3!z, zEBx”, while the new
composite object composed of them has only 1 exterior boundary “3!z’, z’EBxx”, then
the Lump-like** composition happens.

Lump-like** Composition Vxx3y, xxL) y« at t, Vn(n<xx—3!z, zEBn) A 3!z’, ZEBxx
For instance, when we fuse two metal cubes to create a new one, two lump-like metal
cubes each have only 1 exterior boundary. When they are fused, the new fused thing has
only 1 exterior boundary too. Then, obviously, we can say that the lump-like**
composition happens.

Actually, Van Inwagen’s discussion on fusion, as the strongest kind of bonding relation,
has already suggested or implied, more or less, this way of thinking compositions in an
“exterior boundary” manner, between his words and lines. But so far, not much attention
has been paid to this:

“It is possible to cause objects to be joined more intimately than this, so that they melt
into each other in a way that leaves No Discoverable Boundary. If two very smooth
pieces of chemically pure metal are brought together, for example, they become
attached to each other in just this intimate way...Let us say that if two things are caused
to “merge” in this way, they become fused or that they fuse.” (Van Inwagen, 1995: 59)

By saying “no discoverable boundary” and “attached in this intimate way”, actually,
Van Inwagen means the boundaries between parts disappear. If I translate it into a
mereotopological reading, as I have argued that exterior boundaries, but not interior
boundaries, are the criteria for composition, then, taking the composite object as a
whole, through my lump-likeness**, there is no new exterior boundary added in the
composition. My work here is in line with Van Inwagen’s view on bonding, and just to
develop this idea further, through mereotopology.

After introducing the origin of my idea from Van Inwagen’s work, let us consider a
further objection. Someone may raise a quick “two EBs” rebuttal to my lump-like**
composition: when I stick a small sticker to a cup, do they lump-like**ly compose
something? Or, more radically, when a lump-like speck of dust is attached to a super big
lump-like metal cube, do they compose something? If so, there are 2 EBs of the
composite, including one of the bigger object and one of the smaller; if not, they are
actually bonded, and this contradicts our commonsense intuition (e.g. they do compose
a cup with a sticker on it, or a metal cube with one speck of dust). Lump-like**
composition seems to be trapped in a dilemma.

The root of this rebuttal is that candidates for lump-like** composition can differ
greatly in size. The cube and the dust are both lump-like**, with only 1 EB. When the
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candidates for composition are close in size, we are likely to ignore this “two EBs”
problem. However, when candidates differ greatly in size, guided by the commonsense
intuition, if I try to admit the composition, like a cup plus a sticker, then I have to admit
that lump-like** composite objects can have 2 EBs. Similarly, if I bond more and more
small lump-likes to a bigger one, I will get more and more EBs. And there would be
“three EBs” problems, “four EBs” problems, ..., and so on. Then my lump-like**
composition collapses.

To save my lump-like** composition, this problem must be solved. Luckily, the binary
relation “>>" (much greater than) and “V” (3-dimensional volume) can offer a solution,
where “xx-xn” is the remainder of xx out of xn:

Approximation Vxn3xa, 1<a, 2<n,

((3'zn, znEBxn)

A(xnEC(xx-xn))

A(Vxa>>Vx1, ..., Vxa-1, Vxatl, ..., Vxn) V(Vxx>>Vx], ..., Vxn)))

—(31z, zZEBxx))
(“when one lump-like** candidate xn’s, or the whole xx’s volume is much greater than
other ones of xx, and all the lump-like** candidates, in 3-dimensional space, then xx
approximately has only 1 boundary”.) The key point of Approximation is that, when an
object has actually more than one EB, but there is one candidate much greater than all
other ones, in 3-dimensional space, boundaries of the tiny ones can be ignored. The
composite object still has only 1 EB. Lump-like** composition holds.

Take a closer look at composition situations where the lump-like** candidates differ
greatly in size. What happens in this kind of composition, e.g. metal cube plus one
atom, or a cup plus a sticker? First, there are more than one lump-like** (“3!zn,
znEBxn”) candidates (“Vxn3xa, 1<a, 2<n”); then, the candidates are externally
connected (“xnEC(xx-xn)”), for, if the atom is away from the cube, or the sticker is not
attached to the cup, our commonsense (not Universalists nor Nihilists) would not say
that they compose something; moreover, among the candidates, one’s 3-dimensional
volume is much greater than the other ones (“Vxa>>Vxl, ..., Vxa-1, Vxa+l1, ..., Vxn”),
just like the volume of the cube is much greater than the speck of dust, or the volume of
the cup is much greater than the sticker. Then, Approximation says that they compose
further a lump-like** object.

My treatment of Lump-like** compositions here has two good implications. It will be
helpful in solving the Transitivity problem, which we will see in section 4.4. What is
more, the Approximation solution to Lump-like** can shed light on the Sorites Paradox,
which we will see in section 5 for a more detailed analysis of Approximation.

(b) Event-based* composition
Here I agree with Carmichael’s proposal on “event-based” composition and “sufficient
unity”. Limited by space and my argumentation purpose, I shall not repeat event-based
compositions here.

But two things need to be noted: first, unlike Carmichael’s, in my SSA, my lump-like
building bricks can undergo event-based compositions, as event-based participants.
When being involved in event-based compositions, they are as participants for them. To
put it bluntly, there are only lump-like building bricks as the keystones of the material
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ontology. But they can be put together in two different manners, lump-like** and event-
based composition. When undergoing event-based ones, the building bricks serve as
event-based object candidates.

Just like we can play different two games with the same deck of cards. Now, having all
“lump-like” cards at hand, there are different kinds of composition games that we can
play: the lump-like** one, the event-based ones, or the lump-like** and event-based
ones.

What is more, obviously, as shown in the cases of players in a football team, or winds
and droplets in a hurricane, event-based composite objects can have more than 1
exterior boundary. If they have 1 EB, according to my Lump-like** treatment, their
compositions are both Lump-like** and Event-based. In other words, some composite
objects are only results of event-based compositions, scattered in 3-dimensional space,
but completely not results of lump-like** compositions. Let me define two kinds of
Event-based* Compositions:

Scattered Event-based* Composition: candidates are scattered in space,
and only united by underlying events.

Lump-like and Event-based* Composition: candidates taken together are
with only 1 exterior boundary, united by underlying events, held together by
1 exterior boundary.

L INT

To avoid the confusion between “lump-like building bricks”, “candidates for

composition”, “composition”, and “composite objects”, here I give a picture to present
my material ontology:

The lump-like composites (lump-like & event-based The event-based composites
composites)
Lump-like composition Lump-like and evept-based composition Scattered| Event-based composition
Lump-like Composition Candidates Lump-like and event-based Candidates ~ Event-based Composition Candidates
(with 1 exterior boundary) (with 1 exterior boundary) (scattered in space)

Lump-like Building Bricks

At first, we have the lump-like building bricks as the keystones of our material
ontology, then, some of them can participate in lump-like** compositions, as lump-like
composition candidates, while some of them can undergo event-based compositions, as
event-based composition candidates. And it is also possible for the same kind of objects,
(e.g. particles, etc.), to have a double identity, to be both lump-like** composition
candidates and event-based ones, undergoing lump-like & event-based compositions.
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In Lump-like** compositions, composition candidates are with only 1 EB; in event-
based composition, composition candidates can be scattered in space or with 1 EB. As
an object can only have 1 exterior boundary, or not, namely, scattered in space, this
proposal is completed enough to exhaust all the possible situations for composite
objects to be. I arrived at a simple and elegant picture of material ontology.

Someone may ask about Carmichael’s most representative example, which says that a
person’s parts are united by the occurrence of his or her life. Therefore, I should be
something as a result of an event-based composition. Now, in my material ontology, |
shall respond that, as long as I (my body) satisfy the condition of having only 1 EB, I
am also from a lump-like** composition. I view it not merely as a case for event-based
composition, but as a lump-like** and event-based one. Apart from my life, the lump-
like**ness also plays its role in holding my parts together?3.

As suggested by Carmichael, the composite object in an event-based composition only
exists in a time period At, not at a time point. Then, add two things, the time period “A
t” and the scatted in space condition “— (3!z, zZEBxx)”, to the characterization of
scattered event-based compositions:

Scattered Event-Based* Vxx3y, xxE)y«— in At, Vn(n<xx—Event-based (n))
Composition ASufficiently United (xx) A— (3!z, zZEBxx)
Taking Lump-like** composition and (Scattered) Event-based* composition together,
plus Recursive, now I arrived at my general picture of a more precise version of SSA:

Mereotopological SSA

Vxx3y, XXY ye> at t, (Vn(n<xx—3!z, zEBn) /\ 3!z°, z”EBxx) (Lump-like**24)
V in At, (Vn(n<xx—Event-based (n)) ASufficiently (Scattered Event-based*)
United (xx)

A~ (3!z, ZEBxx))
V3ax3Ixx (xx=x)
V3zzaw (xx) *zzAzz) W) (Recursive)

5.4 Solve the transitivity problem of Carmichael’s SSA
Indeed, through sections 4.1-3, I have detailed stated my mereotopological SSA, as a
more precise version of the two-category SSA. Then, how do I save transitivity within
my SSA to solve the Transitivity problem? We need to take a closer look.

Unlike Carmichael’s SSA seeking transitivity from the transitivity of bonding and
grounding, plus a series of premises about events?®, fortunately, My SSA is more elegant
and palatable, entailing mereological Transitivity VxVyVz((xPy A yPz)—xPz), as we will
now see. Here I seek transitivity in the two cross-disjunct cases, as they are the only
concern for Van Inwagen’s Transitivity problem.

23 Aristotle’s famous case about part-whole relations, that a hand cut off from the body is not a part of
the man, can also support this lump-like** intuition.

24 Note that “lump-like and event-based” compositions can be treat as a special case included in lump-
like**,

25 See Carmichael (2015), pp.476-485
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(a) “Lump-like first, then Event-based”

First, the “Lump-like first, then Event-based” cases (XLPy A yEPz). In this case, x is a
lump-like part of y, while y is an event-based part of z. For instance, a particle is a part of
a droplet, while the droplet is a part of a hurricane. Rewriting this case into the many-to-
one composition and many-to-many composition, we have that, the particle is among
those participants for the many-to-many lump-like** composition to compose the droplet,
while the droplet is among those participants for the many-to-one event-based*
composition to compose the hurricane.

Then, from the Recursive clause: Ixx3yy (xx LY * yyAyy E}’ z), we can get Vxx,
xxYy*¢. The cross-disjunct composition happens, in which the particle is among the
participants of the composition to get the hurricane. Now, it is time to say that, the
particle is a part of the hurricane.

To formalize my argument:

P1: xLPye— xxL>*vyy (Lump-like** Many-to-many Composition)
P2: yEPz— yyE} z (Event-based* Many-to-one Composition)
P3:  3IxxTyyIz (XXD_*yyAyyD z)«= XX Z) (Recursive)

P4: VxVz (xx)ze— xPz) (Composition)

C:  VxVyVvz((xLPy /\ yEPz)—xPz) (Transitivity)

My SSA offers an adequate solution to the Transitivity problem in this case. P1 and P2
just say that something composes some further things, then it is a part of it, and vice
versa. P3 is the Recursive clause that passes the transitivity from many-to-many cases to
the many-to-one cases. P4 is the widely recognized definition of composition in
classical mereology.

It seems that given the basic concepts in classical mereology, this argument can be
wrong only if P3 is wrong. Withing P3 the recursive clause, there are two elements, the
distinction of many-to-many and many-to-one composition, and the recursive relation.
The former is perfectly intuitive, and obviously, very few people may feel reluctant to
admit that there are many-tfo-many and many-to-one compositions; while the latter is
not. Why must admit the recursive relation between many-to-many and many-to-one
composition? This recursion seems to suffer from the risk of being ad hoc.

To answer this, we need to get to the bottom of the definitions of many-to-many and
many-to-one composition. If, for any many-to-many then many-to-one composition
cases, the participants of many-fo-many composition, and the outcome composite object
of the many-to-one composition also satisfy the definition of many-to-one, then, this
recursive clause holds, as it is just entailed by the basic definitions.

(Many-to-one composition) xxY) y=df Vz(z< xx—zPy) AVz(zPy—3Iw(WOzAW< xX))
(Many-to-many composition) xx > *yy=df VzIy(z<xxAy<yy—zPy)

26 Here it is no more important to distinguish that this composition is event-based or lump-like, because

for my purpose to address the Transitivity problem, xx)'y is enough.
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AVm(Vy(y<yy A mPy)—3Iw(wOm A w< xx))
Avx1vx2(x1, x2<xx— ~(x10x2))

Now, suppose that we have xx “many-to-many ’ly composing yy, and yy “many-to-
one”’ly composing z at hand. What we need to do is to examine whether xx and z satisfy
the many-to-one definition.

According to the definitions above, we can make sure that now as “yy) 7z holds, anyone
of ys is a part of z, and any part of z overlaps something that is one of the ys. Then, as
“xx > *yy” holds, each one of the xs is a part of exactly one of the ys, every part of each
one of the ys overlaps at least one of the xs, and no two of the xs overlap.

Then, the composition definitions entail transitivity. For any one of ys is a part of z, plus
the fact that, any one of the xs is a part of exactly one of the ys, within each part of z,
there must be at least one of the xs. Why? Mereotopologically, I can give this ad
absurdum argument:

(1) Supposition: xx are not lump-like** parts of z.
(2) If any one of xx (let it be x1) is not a lump-like part of z, then from the lump-
like**ness, it locates outside the exterior boundaries of z.

(3) yy are parts of z, therefore, any one of yy locates inside the exterior boundaries of
z.

(4) x1 is a part of exactly one of the yy (let it be y1).

(5) If x1 is a part of y1, x1 locates inside the exterior boundary of y1, furthermore, x1

locates inside the exterior boundaries of z.

From (3) - (5), we have
(6) x1 locates within the exterior boundaries of z.

Then (2) contradicts (6),
Contradiction: x1 locates outside and within the exterior boundaries of z.

It is logically impossible for x1 to locate outside and inside the exterior boundaries of z
at the same time. As premises (2) - (5) come from the definitions of Lump-like**ness,
many-to-many and many-to-one composition, then if these three definitions are correct,
according to my SSA, then the supposition (1) must be wrong. It cannot be the case that
xs are not lump-like** parts of z. In other words, xx many-to-many compose yy, then yy
many-to-one z, then xs must be lump-like** parts of z. The parthood transitivity in the
recursive clause follows.

The finding here is that, as for quantification, as long as there are more things,
composing fewer things, the more things are always within the portions of fewer things,
while every one of the more things must overlap with the portions of fewer things.
Therefore, the recursive relation between many-to-many then many-to-one compositions
always holds.

For anyone willing to accept many-to-many and many-to-one compositions, he has to
admit the recursive relation between them. The recursive relation is not an additional
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supposition, but actually, a result that comes from the definition of two kinds of
compositions. The Recursive clause is crucial for my SSA to save the Transitivity.

(b) “Event-based first, then lump-like”
Second, the “event-based first, then lump-like” cases (XEPy /A yLPz). They are just
ignored by Carmichael’s solution to find LP. I do understand that it is difficult to find
examples for these cases in commonsense ordinary objects. But, now, from my more
precise SSA, I am able to provide characterizations and explanations for what happens
in this case.

With the help of my SSA, I can completely deny the possibility of “(Scattered) event-
based first, then lump-like” compositions. Rewrite “xEPy /A yLPz” into composition
sentences: X is among the things that event-based* compose y, and y is among the things
that lump-like** compose z, then:

Event-based first, then lump-like Composition xx EY* yy /A yyL) z (if possible)
Note that EY * here is the scattered event-based* composition. If it is a lump-
like**&Event-based* one, then we can easily prove the transitivity from “lump-like
first, then lump-like” cases (xx LY * yy A yy LY 2).

According to the first two disjuncts of my SSA:

Vxx3y, Xx)ye> at t, (Vn(n<xx—3!z, zEBn) /A 3!z’, z’EBxx) (Lump-like**)
V in At, (Vn(n<xx—Event-based (n)) (Scattered Event-based*)
ASufficiently United (xx)
A~ (3!z, ZEBxx))
At a glance, two difficulties of this case show their true faces. Speaking for the exterior
boundaries, if this case is possible, then the composite objects from the first step, the
strong event-based composition, will have only 1 exterior boundary in space, according
to the definition of Lump-like**, while it will have more than 1 exterior boundaries,
according to the definition of Strong Event-based*. Cases like “3!z, zEByyA— (3!z,
zEByy)” are logically impossible. In other words, event-based composite objects yy are
scattered in 3-dimensional space, so they cannot be proper candidates for Lump-like**
compositions, as they do not meet the 1-exterior-boundary condition to be involved.

Speaking for dimensional aspects, it is perfectly justified for 3-dimensional composite
objects, through Lump-like** compositions, to compose event-based objects in 4-
dimensionality. However, it would be impossible for 4-dimensional Event-based*
objects to lose their temporal dimension to be proper candidates for 3-dimensional
Lump-like** compositions. Therefore, from my point of view, I reject this case, as it is
indeed impossible, both logically and 4-dimensionally.
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Taken together, here is my general diagram?” for all the four basic transitivity cases.
Linking them together, we can get infinitely long sequences of Transitivity. Therefore,
My mereotopological SSA resolves the transitivity difficulty. We got what we want.

Lump-like first, then Lump-like VxVyVz (xLPy A yLPz) —xPz
Event-based first, then Event-based VxVyVz (xEPy A\ yEPz) —xPz
Lump-like first, then (Scattered) Event-based VxVyVz (XLPy A yEPz) —xPz

(Scattered) Event-based first, then Lump-like  {x,y,z | XEPy AyLPz)}=@ Impossible

6. Conclusion

In this paper, I start from a contradiction following the standard version of SSA, say, the
Transitivity problem. And I have argued that Carmichael’s SSA cannot fully solve this
problem while having an unclear material ontology. In order to raise a preciser SSA to
fully solve it, I choose to use mereotopological Exterior Boundaries to define lump-like
objects as the building bricks for a fine material ontology. Then I spend some time
defending my mereotopological SSA and offering the positive reasons why it is a
promising one, which solves the Transitivity problem. I do admit that there still can be
many objections to SSAs, but to convince all the detractors of SSA is not my main work
in this paper. In this sense, I have finished.
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A Preliminary Exploration of Conceptual Frameworks of Scientific

Discovery In the context of Al for Science

LI Hao-ning'
(School of Philosophy, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875)

Abstract:

Since Newton, scientific research has followed two main paradigms: the Keplerian (data-
driven) and Newtonian (principle-driven) paradigms. However, since the 1950s, principle-driven
science has faced two dilemmas: the increasing difficulty of acquiring empirical data and extracting
governing principles, and the exponential complexity of modeling and computation for real-world
systems. In response, Al for Science (AI4S) emerged, leveraging deep learning to address these
challenges by approximating complex functions and enabling principle discovery from data. This
shift revives the data-driven paradigm, exemplified by the success of AlphaFold, and reflects Jim
Gray’s “fourth paradigm” of data-intensive science.

Yet AI4S also raises concerns. Neural network models rely heavily on large, high-quality
datasets, obscure causal explanations, and operate as cognitive black boxes. This divergence
between prediction and explanation highlights the philosophical incompleteness of Al-led science.
To understand this shift, Paul Humphreys proposed that scientific progress is driven by "tractable
mathematics" and that AI4S marks a new phase after theoretical and computational science. His
“non-anthropocentric epistemology” views scientific cognition as a human-machine partnership,
suitable for handling the opacity of modern Al systems.

As neural network-based Al (connectionism) struggles with logic, causality, and verifiability,
symbolic Al—grounded in logical reasoning—offers a complementary path. These two approaches
correspond to distinct philosophies of mathematics: Mathematics I (analytical truths, aligned with
rationalism and symbolic AI) and Mathematics II (empirical patterns, aligned with empiricism and
connectionist Al). The tension and synthesis between these two traditions—rationalism and
empiricism—mirror the dual challenges and future potential of AI4S.

Keywords: Rationalism; Empiricism; Symbolism; Connectionism
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The Dual Sublimation of Geometric Realism

ZHOU Xingzhe
(Center for Studies of Values and Culture, School of Philosophy,

Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract

We term the Euclidean geometric system within a singular interpretation as the mono-
Euclidean system. According to geometric realism within mono-Euclidean systems, the
entirety of Euclidean geometry describes properties of geometric entities such as points, lines,
planes, and solids. In reality, potential Euclidean geometric systems manifest not as singular
but pluralistic formations. We designate the collection of diverse Euclidean systems as multi-
Euclidean systems. These systems exhibit mutual transformability, which can be rigorously
defined as theoretical equivalence.

The first sublimation of geometric realism occurs through the conceptual evolution from
mono- to multi-Euclidean systems. The strength of realist commitments correlates with the
flexibility of theoretical equivalence criteria: more conservative and stringent equivalence
standards correspond to stronger realist tendencies, whereas more liberal and flexible
standards align with weaker realist inclinations. Within multi-Euclidean systems, inter-
systemic differences manifest as deviations from systemic identity while generating diverse
modal configurations. Simultaneously, systemic equivalences constrain such deviations within
the framework of geometric unity, thereby preserving the essential identity of Euclidean
geometry. Notably, Euclidean geometry as a theoretical entity demonstrates higher abstraction
compared to geometric object-entities like points or solids.

We categorize both mono- and multi-Euclidean systems collectively as intra-Euclidean
systems, while defining trans-Euclidean systems as the superset containing both Euclidean
and non-Euclidean geometric systems. The transition from intra- to trans-Euclidean systems
marks the second sublimation of geometric realism. This progression involves shifting from
intra-systemic transformability (which prohibits transformational incompatibility) to trans-
systemic transformability (which permits such incompatibility). Consequently, the theoretical
equivalence criteria for trans-Euclidean systems become more liberal, corresponding to
significantly weaker realist tendencies. This manifests paradigmatically through the
conceptual realization that Euclidean straight lines represent merely specific instantiations of

geodesic concepts within the particularized framework of Euclidean space.
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On Clifford’s Concept of Space: Dialogue with Riemann and

Helmbholtz

Abstract: In the 1870s William Kingdon Clifford became the first mathematician who
accepted and propagated the idea of Non-Euclidean Geometry in Britain. He translated
Riemann’s famous lecture into English and proposed his own opinions on foundation
of geometry and curved space. Klein was inspired by Clifford’s 1873 lecture and his
hypothesis that changing curvature of space manifests itself as the motion of matter,
anticipating later geometrical interpretations of matter. Klein’s advocacy made Clifford
an important figure in the reception of Non-Euclidean Geometry. Historians have
attributed Clifford’s courage in accepting the new geometry in the context of the British
conservative attitude towards geometry and space in the 19th century to his radical
personality or the rise of naturalism, and also mentioned that Clifford was influenced
by Riemann and Helmbholtz. It is still necessary to dig more deeply to identify in detail
the influences that Clifford got from the two mathematicians and what innovation he
therefore made in the theory of space and geometry.

In this talk, I will compare the geometric ideas and work of Riemann, Helmholtz and
Clifford, and then investigate the sources of Clifford’s thoughts on the concept of space.
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Phil osophy*“tohfe SJnaca ciann f on of G
—Takings Weiyéw on space as

Jie Liu, Yueer Wang

Abstract

Philosophy of space is one of the fundamental issues in philosophy of geometry. With the unification of

geometry as the background, Weyl distinguished the essence and structure of space, and his perspective can be

regarded as a synthesis between modern geometric philosophy and philosophy of space in relativity. By comparing

Wey!’s constructivism with Cassirer’s holism, it can be found that the unification of geometry, from a

transcendentalist standpoint, regards continuity as the essence of space. The difficulty faced by the philosophy of

space in modern geometry is to resolve the contradiction between the a priori continuity of space and the

constructiveness of the continuum, and the most prominent manifestation of this contradiction is the paradox of

continuity. Thus, the influence of the Archimedean axiom on geometric epistemology has surpassed that of the

parallel axiom, and the study of non-Archimedean geometry will become the key to modern geometry.
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Institutional Formation of an Interdisciplinary Community:
ZAMM, GAMM, and the Interwar Revolution in German Applied Mathematics

(1921 1933)

PENG Zheh
(1.Department of Philosophy of Sciences and Technologies, University of Science and Technology of China, Hefei, Anhui, 230026)
Abstract: This study examines how the Journal of Applied Mathematics and Mechanics (ZAMM) and the Society for Applied
Mathematics and Mechanics (GAMM) facilitated the institutionalization of applied mathematics in ptbt'Weor | Germany
through a synergistic “journal-society" model. Drawing on archival documents, correspondence records, and textual analyses of
publications, the research reveals that mathematician Richard von Mises initiated an interdisciplinary integration experiment by
founding ZAMM (1921) and establishing GAMM (1922). ZAMM bridged the divide between pure mathematics and engineering

through methodological manifestos (e.g., advocating graphical computation and pooiglet®d research) and editorial innovations
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(e.g., a scientific advisory board). Meanwhile, GAMM institutionalized a scholarly community via annual conferences, ripembersh
networks, and international collaborations. Their synergy manifested in content complementarity (linking conferetscevitepor

journal special issues), powealancing strategies (negotiating nomenclature and dual disciplinary positioning), and mentorship for
early-career scholars. However, tensions between mathematicians and engineers over disciplinary dominance persisted. The Nazi
regimé s political purges disrupted this process after 1933, yet its institutional legatiel as international membership
frameworks and practical analytical paradigrshaped postwar global applied mathematics. This study demonstrates that ZAMM

and GAMM not only served as institutional blueprints for interdisciplinary integration but also reflected the complex interplay of
nationalism, disciplinary discourse, and individual agency within scientific communities, offering critical insights intergOtly

scientific institutionalization.

Key words: applied mathematics; institutionalization; ZAMM; GAMM,; Richard von Mises; interdisciplinary community
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Reanalysis of Penrose's New Argument and a
Modi ed Version of it Formalised in DTK System

Yujiang Long

Abstract. Penrose's new argument tries to show that the idealised human mind outstrips the
idealised nite machine. Itis an anti-mechanistic argument and is based on Godel's incomplete-
ness theorems. The DTK system is a type-free theory of truth, which eliminates the semantic
paradoxes that might arise from the predicate T's self-reference, through determinateness con-
ditions. In this paper, | propose a modi ed version of the argument and try to formalise it within
the DTK system. | compare two different reconstructions of Penrose's new argument, showing
their difference and defects, and gaining insight into my modi ed version. The key innova-
tion lies in showing how the core insight of Penrose can survive formalisation when properly
bounded by language constraints and a proper modi cation of Penrose's formulation.

1 Introduction

In his 1951 Gibbs Lecture, Gddel proposed his famous disjunction:

...that is to say, the human mind (even within the realm of pure math-
ematics) in nitely surpasses the powers of any nite machine, or else
there exist absolutely unsolvable diophantine problems of the type spec-
i ed (where the case that both terms of the disjunction are true is not
excluded, so that there are, strictly speaking, three alternatives). (Godel,
1995, p. 310)

This disjunction is known as Gédel's Disjunction in which the rst disjunct expresses
an anti-mechanistic thesis. There are many rephrases of GD in the literature. Arnon
Avron summarised these rephrases(Avron, 2020), and | list some here:

Rephrases of the rst disjunct(anti-mechanistic thesis):

1. The human mind cannot be reduced to the working of the brain. (Gddel, 1951)

2. The human mind is not equivalent to a ( nite) machine. (Lucas, 1961)

3. The operation of the mind in the eld of arithmetics cannot be simulated by a
machine. (Krajewski, 2020)

4. The human mind is not a Turing machine. (Penrose, 1989; 1994)
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5. There is no algorithm that can produce all the theorems that the human mind is
capable of producing. (Horsten & Welch, 2016)

6. The mathematical outputs of the idealised human mind cannot coincide with
the mathematical outputs of an idealised nite machine. (Koellner, 2016;
2018a; 2018b)

7. The collection of humanly knowable theorems cannot be recursively axioma-
tised in some formal theory. (Horsten & Welch, 2016)

8. No well-de ned system of correct axioms can contain the system of all demon-
strable mathematical propositions. (Godel, 1951)

Rephrases of the second disjunct:

1. There are mathematical truths that cannot be proved by the idealised human
mind. (Koellner, 2016; 2018a; 2018b)

2. There are objective (mathematical) truths that can never be humanly demon-
strated. (Feferman)

3. There exists a particular true arithmetic statement that is impossible for human
mathematical reasoning to master. (Charlesworth)

We can observe that many of these formulations differ to varying degrees, while
some are essentially equivalent. First, | would like to declare that the version of
Godel's disjunction | adopt is as follows and I'll us&D to denote this speci ¢ ver-
sion:

The collection of humanly knowable sentences cannot be recursively
axiomatized in any formal theory, or there exist absolutely undecidable
sentences.

| maintain that this formulation faithfully captures Gédel's original intent. His
rst disjunct aims to establish that no nite machine (by which he means Turing ma-
chine) can extensionally equal or surpass the set of all true propositions that the hu-
man mind can in principle know. Since we know Turing machines and formal systems
are equivalent, Godel's terms " nite machine' and ‘recursively axiomatised formal
theory' are indeed interchangeable. When Godel refers to "diophantine problems' he
essentially means number-theoretic or arithmetic problems. Therefore, “absolutely
undecidable diophantine problems' speci cally denote arithmetic propositions that
humans can neither prove nor refute in principle.

Godel argued that his disjunction was a result of his incompleteness theorems
and provided an informal argument and saying his disjunction is a mathematically
established fact(Godel, 1951, p.310). From Gddel's inclinations and Hao Wang's
records, we know that he held an anti-mechanistic stance, meaning he believed the
rst disjunct was true. However, at the time, he thought there was no way to provide a



rigorous proof of the rst disjunct. Still, he suggested that a satisfactory resolution to
the intensional paradoxes might establish the rst disjunct in the future.(Wang, 1996)

Nevertheless, many others have attempted to formulate anti-mechanistic argu-
ments based solely on the incompleteness theorems. Notable among these are the
Lucas-Penrose argument and Penrose's new argument (or Penrose's second argu-
ment). The core idea of the Lucas-Penrose argument is that for any suf ciently
strong, consistent formal system, the incompleteness theorems imply the existence
of true propositions that the system cannot prove, yet humans can recognise their
truth through re ection. The literature primarily identi es a key issue with this argu-
ment: it requires the additional premise that we must also know the consistency of
all such consistent systems, which is arguably impossible. Penrose’'s new argument
is far more re ned, and we are solely dealing with this argument in this paper. Like
GD, this argument mainly involves three key concepts and we will treat them as three
predicates.

The rstis a formal system (F), a recursive set of axioms closed under a set of
inference rules, where F must satisfy the conditions for applying the incompleteness
theorems. Thus, F is a strictly precise concept, and since F is known to be equivalent
to a Turing machine, the two terms are used interchangeably in this context. The
second concept is the idealised human mind, or more speci cally, a set of humanly
knowable sentences, often referred to in the literature as absolute provability (K). So
K represents the collection of propositions that idealised humans(e.g. an idealised
mathematician) can, in principle, proveThere is no uni ed principle for precisely
characterising K in the literature, as it remains a somewhat vague notion. The third
conceptis truth(T), referring to all mathematically true propositions, or more broadly,
all true propositions.

Penrose's new argument involves self-reference of K and T, which risks intro-
ducing semantic and also intentional paradoxes, such as the liar paradox. Typically,
theories of truth are hierarchical (typed), prohibiting self-reference of T to avoid such
paradoxes. However, typed truth theories cannot formally capture Penrose's new ar-
gument. To address this, Peter Koellner, building on Feferman's type-free truth the-
ory DT (Determinate Truth), constructed the DTK system to evaluate Penrose's new
argument and Gddel's disjunction. DTK permits self-reference of T and K but uses a
predicate D to Iter out semantic paradoxes. These paradoxes have an indeterminate
truth value. But sentences satisfying D have a determinate truth value—either true or
false—and are called determinate.

The following discussion will initially examine Penrose's new argument, then

1For this kind of idealisation, refer to Koellner, P., “On the question of whether the mind can be
mechanized, I: From Gddel to Penros€he Journal of Philosoph@€XV, 7: 3378360.



its two reconstructions by Koellner, and Corradini and Galvan(henceforth CG). Sub-
sequently, I will modify Penrose's new argument to propose a novel anti-mechanistic
argument and attempt to formalise it within the DTK framework.

2 Penrose's New Argument

Penrose's new argument is an anti-machanistic argument, which was rst intro-
duced in his boolShadows of the Mindout the exposition there is not centralised
and is somewhat circuitous. Later,Beyond the Doubting of a Shadda response
to criticisms of his earlier work), he summarised his argument as follows, where F
denotes a formal system:

Though | don't know that | necessarily am F, | conclude that if |
were, then the system F would have to be sound and, more to the point,
FOwould have to be sound, wher&if F supplemented by the further as-
sertion "l am F". | perceive that it follows from the assumption that | am
F that the Godel statement G(®ould have to be true and, furthermore,
that it would not be a consequence & But | have just perceived that
"if | happened to be F, then GYvould have to be true", and perceptions
of this nature would be precisely whaliE supposed to achieve. Since |
am therefore capable of perceiving something beyond the powef% of F
| deduce that, | cannot be F after all. Moreover, this applies to any other
(Gddelizable) system, in place of F. (Penrose, 1996)

First, it should be noted that in Koellner's papers (2018b, 2016), his direct quo-
tation of this passage from Penrose contains an error. In Koellner's quotation, the last
two sentences read:

But | have just perceived that ‘if | happened to be F, then G(F+)
would have to be true,' and perceptions of this nature would be precisely
what F is supposed to achieve. Since | am therefore capable of perceiv-
ing something beyond the powers of F, | deduce that | cannot be F after
all.

However, in Penrose's original text, the two instances of "F' should actually‘be F
This discrepancy may have in uenced the differences between Koellner's and CG's
reconstructions, as CG's paper quotes the passage correctly. It is also possible that
Koellner intentionally made this change, believing it would not affect the essence of
Penrose's argument—but if so, why did he not explain it in his paper?



Second, the phrase “I am F” is, in Penrose's words, merely shorthand for “F
encapsulates all the humanly accessible methods of mathematical proof.” Here, “en-
capsulate” could mean either that F contains or equals KKi.e.F) or that F equals
K (F = K), and these two interpretations are signi cantly different. However, based
on Penrose's actual argument above, it seems he interdK, because only if
F = K (rather than merely containing K) can one derive the rst statement's claim
that F is sound (assuming, of course, that K is s@inBoth Koellner and CG also
interpret “I am F” as K = F. If Penrose indeed holds this view, it constitutes a crit-
ical aw. His argument concludes th# 6 F, meaning there is no formal system
coincide with the idealised human mind, but this does not rule out the possibility of a
sound F such that K is a proper subset of F, meaning there is a machine not equal but
stronger than humans—a scenario that would actually support a stronger mechanist
thesis than the claim that “there exists an F such that F = K.” Later in this paper, we
will propose a modi ed argument that addresses this very weakness.

The following sections will rstintroduce Koellner's DTK system and then anal-
yse his and CG's reconstructions of Penrose's new argument from the view of DTK.

3 Koellner's DTK System?®

The DTK system extends Feferman's DT system, which in turn extends PA
(Peano Arithmetic).

3.1 The Language of DTK

The language bk expands the language of PAHL) by including the usual
logical symbols (connectives, quanti ers, identity) along with the following non-
logical symbols: An individual constant "0, A unary function symbol "S'(successor),
Binary function symbols "+ and ¢' (addition and multiplication), A binary predi-
cate symbol "<'. Terms are constructed from 0" and individual variables by iterated
application of "S', "+, and ¢'. Standard numerals are "0', "S0', 'SS0', etc. For
brevity, we use '0',1', *2', etc., as shorthand.

Lprk further extends ga by adding: A primitive predicate T (for truth) and
a primitive predicate K (for absolute provability). Additionally, DTK introduces a
de ned predicate D(determinateness), whBxg) abbreviateg (x) _ T(: x): Well-
formed formulas in btk are de ned recursively in the standard way.q denotes the
Godel number of formula . For convenience, we introduce a notation to represent
arithmetic operations on Godel numbers, making them re ect the syntactic operations

2«K is sound” means that all the propositions belong to K is true.
3The content of this section is mainly from (Koellner, 2016)
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