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EEICESFEHW
This abundance of set-theoretic possibilities poses a seri-
ous difficulty for the universe view, for if one holds that
there is a single absolute background concept of set, then
one must explain or explain away as imaginary all of the
alternative universes that set theorists seem to have con-
structed. This seems a difficult task, for we have a robust
experience in those worlds, and they appear fully set the-

oretic to us.

(Hamkins, 2012)
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The multiverse view is one of higher-order realism—
Platonism about universes—and | defend it as a realist
position ..The multiverse view, therefore, does not

reduce via proof to a brand of formalism.

(Hamkins, 2012)
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An extreme here is Hamkins' multiverse ..., whose
first-order theory, if it were formalized so as to have

one, would probably be an arithmetic set.

(Steel, 2014)
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Hamkins 16 KEEGEEEZMHHE

Another more subtle counterpoint to the linearity phenomenon
consists of the observation that we lack general methods for
proving instances of nonlinearity in consistency strength. We
usually prove a failure of consistency implication by proving the
converse implication, but this method, of course, can never es-
tablish nonlinearity. In this sense, the observed linearity phe-
nomenon might be an instance of confirmation bias: we see no
instances of nonlinearity because we have no tools for observ-

ing nonlinearity.

(Hamkins, 2020)
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